
  

 Invites the congregation to 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 IN-PERSON WORSHIPERS:  Let the songs in our hearts rise from our lips!  Fully vaccinated 

individuals may sing and participate fully in music during worship; masks are required.  Hymnals in 
the sanctuary may be used, but hymn lyrics will continue to be printed for Zoom worshipers. 

 ZOOM WORSHIPERS: On computer or smart phone, click on the link in the email invitation or at 
fccriveredge.org.  By phone, call: 1-646-558-8656.  When prompted, enter meeting ID: 892501398 

 
THE APPROACH TO GOD 

 
PRELUDE                                    Selections from Walzer, Op. 39                            J. Brahms    
 
WELCOME (10:00 AM) 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
Come, all who are anxious or burdened. 
This is a time to experience good news. 
This is God’s house, and we can meet God here. 
We are brought together in the family of God. 
Come with expectancy and anticipation. 
God is present to greet you and change your life. 
We are here to remember the ministry of Jesus. 
We have come to be equipped for our ministry. 
In our eager waiting, there is fullness of joy. 
In our preparation for worship, we discover life. 
Unless God is the shaper of our lives, we live in vain. 
Unless we view our city as God’s own, there is emptiness here. 

 
 

 

TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER 
PENTECOST 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
RIVER EDGE, NEW JERSEY 

NOVEMBER 7, 2021 
 
 

      SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2021 – 10:00 AM 
 
 

_____ 
 

 
We are happy to gather in worship this 
morning!  Whether you are joining worship 
in-person, or by Zoom broadcast, the First 
Congregational Church of River Edge 
welcomes visitors and members to the warmth 
of our community. 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
 

We celebrate the Lord’s Supper in our worship this 
morning.  If you are at home, have bread or similar 

item…and grape juice, wine or fruit juice with you as 
we partake of the elements.  In the sanctuary, the 

elements are in a single container at your seat. 
 

   Invites the congregation to stand, as able. 
Bold Text is spoken in unison by the congregation. 

 
  
 
 

 



OPENING HYMN 290                  Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart                  MORECAMBE 
                                                             (Stanzas 1, 2, 4, 5) 
 
Spirit of God, descend upon my heart;  
wean it from earth, through all its pulses move; 
Stoop to my weakness, mighty as you are, 
and make me love you as I ought to love. 
 
I ask no dream, no prophet ecstasies, 
no sudden rending of the veil of clay, 
No angel visitant, no opening skies; 
but take the dimness of my soul away. 
 
Teach me to feel that you are always nigh; 
teach me the struggles of the soul to bear, 
To check the rising doubt, the rebel sigh; 
teach me the patience of unanswered prayer. 
 
Teach me to love you as your angels love, 
one holy passion filling all my frame; 
The baptism of the heaven-descended dove, 
my heart an altar, and your love the flame. 
 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
 
All-wise God, you know how much we enjoy being honored above others, 
and how often we resent the special respect other receive. 
You are aware of the shortcuts we take for our own advantage. 
You see the ways we pretend to be more than we are. 
You observe not only our actions but our motives as well. 
We need your help to put away all that is false and to  
discover our true identity as your children. 
Lift us up in your forgiving love, we pray.  Amen. 

 
Silence for confession 

 
 
 
 
 



CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE O Lord, Have Mercy on Us     Jane Southwick Cool 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 
  PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The people offer a sign of peace to one another. 

ANTHEM                                                         I’ll Walk with God                                  Nicolas Brodzsky 
                                                          Bert Schmitt, Soloist 
                              THE WORD OF GOD IN PROCLAMATION AND SACRAMENT 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
We give thanks, O God of sacred stories, for the witness of Holy Scripture.  Through it, you 
nurture our imaginations, touch our feelings, increase our awareness, and challenge our 
assumptions.  Bless we pray, our hearing of Your Word this day.  Speak to each of us, speak to 
all of us, and grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, we may be hearers and doers of Your 
Word.  AMEN. 

 
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON                                              Psalm 146                                          (OT Pg. 581)                 
                 The Word of the Lord 
              Thanks be to God. 
THE GOSPEL LESSON                                                  Mark 12:38-44                              (NT Pg. 49)                                  
 The Gospel of the Lord.   
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                                                           Extravagant Faith                                    Rev. Lauri J. Craig  
 

    THE RESPONSE TO GOD 
STEWARDSHIP WITNESS                                                                                                                    Art Caughlan 
 
SHARING OUR TITHES, OUR GIFTS, AND OUR OFFERINGS 

FCC members and friends are invited to give offerings and fulfill pledges to FCC in these ways: 
 IN-PERSON WORSHIPERS:  Place offerings in the Narthex basket, as you depart after the postlude. 
 Mail your checks to the church, 109 Continental Ave., River Edge, NJ 07661.  
 click on the “Donate” button at fccriveredge.org to contribute by credit card or PayPal account.   
 

OFFERTORY                                                   Soon and Very Soon                              Andrae Crouch  



  DOXOLOGY 
   PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

We give in the spirit of Jesus, whose whole life was committed to proclaiming 
your love, gracious God.  May our lives give evidence that we understand the 
care and compassion you have for all people, near and far, attractive and 
offensive, rich and poor.  Our offerings today are a token of all the gifts we now 
invest in the work of your realm that is forever, with beginnings among us now.  
Amen. 

HOLY COMMUNION 
  THE INVITATION 
  THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 God be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to God. 
 Let us give thanks to God Most High. 
 It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

(Communion Prayer) 
SANCTUS  LAND OF REST 
 
 
 
 
 
  ( 

                                  

 

(The prayer continues, including intercessions.) 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE COMMUNION 
                    All who wish to know the presence of Christ and to share in the community of God’s people 

are invited to receive the sacrament of communion. Baptized children are welcome at the Lord’s 
Supper, at the discretion of their parent/guardian. 

In-Person worshipers: 
Both elements are in a single container at your seat.   

Gluten-free options are available by signaling an usher.  
At-home worshipers:   

Have bread, or similar food item, available, as well as grape juice, wine…or a similar fruit juice. 
Partake of the elements available to you, or raise your empty hands toward your mouth  

in a “Communion of Empty Hands,” as if you were receiving the bread and the cup. 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
All praise is yours, O God.  You bring us to this table as sisters and brothers.  Lead us 
now through each of our moments, to that glorious day when all your children will 
gather as family.  We pray in the name of Jesus the Christ, 
Who is our peace made flesh.  Amen! 
 

 
HYMN                          Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                         HYFRYDOL 



POSTLUDE                                          Hungarian Dance No. 5 in G Minor              J. Brahms         

 
In-person worshipers remain seated until the postlude is ended. 

At the conclusion of the service there will be a brief fellowship time for Zoom worshipers. 
 

Assisting God’s people in worship this morning are Rev. Lauri Craig, guest preacher;  
Audrey Cho, lay reader; Gene Hammerle and Vic Babington, technicians; Bert Schmitt, soloist;  

Slavina Zhelezova, director of music; Citlalli Guevara, guest musician; Russell Van Wetering, greeter;  
Janet Arena, Wayne Placek, Alice Rushforth, ushers. 

 
The Worship and Education Teams are planning to decorate the church for the holiday 
season after worship on Nov. 21.  We will be focusing on the pew candles, garlands and 
wreaths. Volunteers are also needed to assemble the tree in the sanctuary on November 22 at  
10:00 am.  
 
SANCTUARY SERVICES ARE RECORDED – All services and programs held in the 
church sanctuary are recorded and available on compact disc.  Copies may be obtained by 
completing a CD Request Form available in the Narthex or by contacting the church office. 
 
FELLOWSHIP TIME HOSTS AND GREETERS ARE NEEDED - Any member or friend who 
would like to be a host during Fellowship time or be a greeter is encouraged to do so either as an 
individual host, as a family or with another person. Sign-up sheets will be available on the table in The 
Commons or please contact Russell Van Wetering directly at aprilsky@optonline.net, or  
201-261-1795. 

  
The Life of Our Church This Week

Sunday, November 7, 2021 
  10:00 am Worship Service 

Communion/ 
Rev. Lauri Craig/ 
Church School 

  11:15 am Carol & Nowell Choir 
  12:30 pm The Well Church 
    4:00 pm Dance on the Keys Piano 

Concert 
Monday, November 8, 2021 
Church Office Closed        
12:00 pm Al Anon  
  4:00 pm All The World’s a Stage 
  7:00 pm Step by Step – NA 
Tuesday, November 9, 2021 
   10:00 am Funds Advisory 
Wednesday, November 10, 2021 
   7:00 pm AA 

Thursday, November 11, 2021 
  1:00 pm Shawl Ministry 
  6:30 pm Chancel Choir 
  7:00 pm River Edge Swim Club 
Friday, November 12, 2021 
  7:00 pm Tri-County Pipe 
Saturday, November 13, 2021 
   8:30 am KWIS 
   7:00 pm AA 
Sunday, November 14 2021 
10:00 am Worship Service 

Stewardship Sunday/ 
Rev. Cheryl Daniel/ 
Church School 

11:15 am Carol & Nowell Choir 



                      FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF RIVER EDGE 
Prayer Concerns – November 7, 2021 

 
Prayers for Those with Health Needs 

Rylie Kearns, Sue Becker, Judi Schmitt, Dona Berg, Joe Corona, Alec Cameron, Jr., 
Adamarie Kendall,  Arlene Rudd, Richard Smith, June Seilheimer, Judy Macht, Rev. 
Muriel (Mimi) Hachfeld, Edwina Arena, Barbara Carr, Peter Armstrong, Nelly Novarro, 
Bob DiBenedetto,  Anthony Mirabile, Claire Dewhurst, Carol, and Sue. 
 

Those Homebound, in Assisted Living Residences or in Nursing Homes 
Jean & Victor Babington Sr., Doris & Chet Price, Chris Egner, Hilma Albrecht, Phyllis 
Malley, William Spencer, Mildred Alderdice, Joan Sullivan. 
 

Serving in the Military 
Michael Shuler, Bob Bailey, Andrew Pohl 

 
   CHURCH OFFICE INFORMATION 

109 Continental Avenue, River Edge, NJ  07661 / (201) 261-1712 
office@fccriveredge.org     Website – www.fccriveredge.org 

 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday, Office is closed. Tuesday through Friday, 9:00 am – 4:30 pm. 
 
 

 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE NEW EMAIL ADDRESS FOR SLAVINA  
 

Slavina Zhelezova 
Direct               Director of Music 

szhelezova@fccriveredge.org 

Nicole Babington 
Minister for Faith Formation 

nbabington@fccriveredge.org 
201-956-3435 

Anne Cooper 
Administrative Assistant 

office@fccriveredge.org 
201-261-1712 

Jeff Bernard 
Financial Secretary 

financeoffice@fccriveredge.org 
201-538-3563 



 



 

 



 



 


